
ICROGRAPHIA, 

fenfe very /harp) appears a broad,blunt, and very irregular end 3 notrefem- 
bJing a Cone, as is imagin’d, but onely a piece of a tapering body, with a 
great part of the top remov’d, or deficient. The Points of Pins are yet 
more blunt, and the Points of the molt curious Mathematital Indruments 
do very feldome arrive atfo great a fharpnefs 5 how much therefore can 
be built upon demonftratiens made onely by the productions of the Ru- 
ler and Compafles, he will be better able to confider that (hall but view 
thofe points and lines with a Microfiope. 

Now though this point be commonly accounted the (harped (whence 
when we would exprefsthe fharpnefs of a point the mod fitperlatively , we 
fay, As (harp as a Needle) yet the Microfiope can afford us hundreds of In- 
dances of Points many thoufand times (harper : fuch as thole of the hairs, 
and br files , and claws of multitudes of Infetts 3 the thorns , or crooks , or 
hairs of leaves , and other fmall vegetables $ nay, the ends of the Jtiri<e or 
(mall parallelepipeds of Amianthus , and alumen plumojum 3 of many of 
which, though the Points are fo (harp as not to be vifible, though view’d 
with a Microfiope (which magnifies the ObjeCt, in bulk, above a million of 
times) yet I doubt not, but were we able prattically to make Microfcopes 
according to the theory of them, we might find hills, and dales, and pores, 
and a fuflicient bredth, or expanfion, to give all thofe parts elbow-room, 
even in the blunt top of the veryPoint of any of thefe fb very (harp bodies. 
For certainly the quantity or extenfion of any body may be Divifible in in- 
finitum , though perhaps not the matter. 

But to proceed : The Image we have here exhibited in the 
fird Figure, was the top of a (mall and very (harp Needle, whole 
point a a neverthelefs appear’d through the Microfiope above a 
quarter of an inch broad, not round nor flat , but irregular and un- 
even 3 (b that it feem’d to have been big enough to have afforded a 
hundred armed Mites room enough to be rang’d by each other without 
endangering the breaking one anothers necks, by being thrud off on ei- 
ther fide. The furface of which, though appearing to the naked eye very 
fmooth,could not neverthelefs hide a multitude of holes and (cratches and 
ruggednefles from being difcover ’d by the Microfiope to inveft it, feveral 
of which inequalities (as A,B,C, feem’d holes made by fome fmall (pecks of 
Rujl ; and D (ome adventitious body , that duck very dole to it) were ca- 
fual. All the red that roughen the furface, were onely fo many marks of 
the rudenefs and bungling of Art. So unaccurate is it, in all its producti- 
ons, even in thole which (eem mod neat, that if examin’d with on organ 
more acute then that by which they were made, the more we fee of their 
Jhape , the lefs appearance will there be of their beauty : whereas in the 
works of Nature , the deeped Difccveries fhew us the greated Excellen- 
cies. An evident Argument, that he that was the Author of all thefe 
things, was no other then Omnipotent 3 being able to include as great a va- 
riety of parts and contrivances in the yet (mailed Difcernable Point, as in 
thofe vader bodies (which comparatively are called alio Points) fuch as 
the Earth , Sun, or Planets. Nor need it feem drange that the Earth it felf 
may be by an Analogic call’d a^Phyfical Point:For as its body, though now 
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fb near usas to fill our cy sand fancies with a fenfeof the vadnefs of it, 
may by a little Didance, and fome convenient Diminijhing Glades, be 
made vanifh into a fcarce vifible Speck, or Point (as I have often 
try’d on the Moon , and (when not too bright) on the Sun it felf.). So, 
could a Mechanical contrivance fuccesfully anlwerour Theory, we might 
fee the lead fpot as big as the Earth it felf 3 and Difcover, as Des Cartes Diop eh. 
alfo conjectures, as great a variety of bodies in the Moon, or Planets , as in I0, V 9 . 
the Earth. 

But leaving thefe Difcoveries to future Indudries, we (hall proceed to 
add one Obfervation more of a point commonly fo call’d, that is, the mark 
of a full flop, or period. And for this purpofe I obferved many both printed 
ones and written 3 and among multitudes I found few of them more round 
ox regular then this which I have delineated in the third figure of the fe- 
cond Scheme, but very many abundantly more disfigur'd-, and for the 
mod part if they feem’d equally round to the eye, I found thofe points 
that had been made by a Copper-plate , and Roll-prefs, to be as misfhapen 
as thofe which had been made with Types , the mod curious and fmothly 
engraven firokes and points, looking but as fo many furrows and holes, and 
their printed imprejfions , but like fmutty daubings on a matt or uneven 
floor with a blunt extinguilht brand or dick's end. And as for points 
made with a pen. they were much more rugged and deformed. Nay, having 
view’d certain pieces of exceeding curious writing of the kind (one of 
which in the bredth of a two-pence compris’d the Lords prayer, the Apofiles 
Creed, the ten Commandments, and about half a dozen verfes befides of the 
Bible, whole lines were fo fmall and near together, that I was' unable to 
number them with my nakgd eye, a very ordinary Microfiope , I had then a- 
bout me, inabled me to fee that what the Writer of it had' afferted was 
true, but withall difcover ’d of what pitifull bungling fieri bbles and [crawls 
it was compos d ,Arabian and China characters being almoft as well fhan’d - 
yet thus much I mud fay for the Man, that it was for the mod part legible 
enough, though in fome places there wanted a good fantfiy well prepofed 
to help one through If this manner of fimall writing were made eaflc and 

pra tcable (and I think I know fuch a one, but have never yet made 
tryal of it, whereby one might be inabled to write * great deale with wrl 
eaftanA accurately enough in a very little name) it might be of verv 

Jhag d cloth , next the irregularity of the Type or Inoravim andTS • u 
rough Daitbinv of the Pr in tino-Txh th** v/ u * & n< ^ a third is the 

the impreffion , to all whth tdd the ? ^ ^ that 

lights andjhadows, and you^ maJi have fuCliT f C ^ ° iffercnt 
may appear much more ugly then this whirh T 1 ^ °u W r S t * lat a ^ oint 
though it appear’d thresh the whick 
London dirt, about three inches over • vt* f j & reat ^ atc h of 

andno bi " 

found 


